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In origin and intention, if not in actual operation, the
institution of caste was therefore a device for enabling
different races and individuals to live together in har-
mony. This device worked only through its elasticity
which reconciled men to the institution. Originally, caste
was based on function and not heredity. Individuals as
well as families could pass from caste to caste. The fact
that along with the inclusion of Dravidian gods in the
Aryan pantheon, Dravidian priests were accepted as Brah-
mans is evidence of the fluidity of the system. This possibil-
ity of movement from caste to caste developed a sense
of solidarity and helped to minimise the enmity between
the Aryan and the Dravidian.. Caste also helped to mitigate
the economic conflicts which are at the root of most of the
ills of modern Europe. The predominantly agricultural
economy of the country was one reason why such class
conflicts never came to a head in ancient India. The absence
of control over the forces of nature was another. But perhaps
the chief cause is to be found in the original flexibility
of the institution of caste. Men are often content to suffer
present evil for the hope of future gain and the institution
of caste held out such hopes both here and hereafter. With
the disappearance of its elasticity, the institution of caste
lost whatever justification it once possessed.

The unity and continuity of Indian culture is also manifes-
ted in her various languages. The differences of her langua-
ges are often exaggerated today, and exaggerated for obvious
political reasons. No exaggeration can however ignore their
fundamental unity of temper and outlook. It cannot be
denied that they are derived from different sources, tribal,
Dravidian and Aryan. Like the synthesis of caste, a synthesis
of language has preserved many of them and allowed each of
them freedom of development within one common outlook,
Sanskrit, as the name itself suggests, is a language construct-
ed out of some earlier form, but it has deeply influenced
all other languages of India in vocabulary and structure.